A limerick
 A limerick is a humorous rhyming poem that is five lines in length (normally 7-7-5-5-7 but sometimes a couple of syllables more) and that often contains a bawdy story or joke. 

An example of a limerick is a short five-line poem such as: There once was a man from Nantucket / Who kept all his cash in a bucket. / But his daughter, named Nan, / Ran away with a man. / And as for the bucket, Nantucket.

(The underlined words indicate where you must put the stress when reading. All limericks are stressed in the same way.)
Because he helped bring them to fame, when looking for limerick examples, you can't forget the limericks written and published by Edward Lear in his famous novels. His limericks usually consisted of stories about an old man. For example, one of his work is:

“There was an Old Man with a beard,

Who said, 'It is just as I feared!

Two Owls and a Hen,

Four Larks and a Wren,

Have all built their nests in my beard!’”
There was an old man in a tree

Who was horribly bored by a bee.

When asked, ‘Does it buzz?’

He replied, ‘Yes, it does!

It’s a regular brute of a bee!’

“There was a Young Lady of Dorking,

Who bought a large bonnet for walking;

But its colour and size,

So bedazzled her eyes,

That she very soon went back to Dorking.”

“There was a Young Person of Crete,

Whose toilette was far from complete;

She dressed in a sack,

Spickle-speckled with black,

That ombliferous person of Crete.”

New limericks are also being written for children because of the lilting melody and its pleasing affects. For example, the nickelodeon TV show Spongebob Squarepants featured a limerick that went:

“There was an old man from Peru

Who dreamt he was eating his shoe.

He awoke in a fright

In the middle of the night

And found it was perfectly true.”
We all have our favourite limerick. This is mine:

There was a young lady of Niger
Who smiled as she rode on a tiger;
They returned from the ride
With the lady inside,
And the smile on the face of the tiger.​​​​

While you may not have heard of many of the above examples, you likely have heard some of the more commonly known limerick examples in the nursery rhymes we all love so much. Hickory Dickory Dock is an example:

“Hickory, dickory, dock,

The mouse ran up the clock.

The clock struck one,

And down he run,

Hickory, dickory, dock.”

http://examples.yourdictionary.com/limerick-examples.html
Nonsense Rhymes
Edward Lear was also famous for his nonsense rhymes. They have intriguing titles like:  The Jumblies. The Pobble who has No Toes. The Quangle-Wangle’s Hat. Mr and Mrs Discobbolos. The Courtship of the Yonghy-Bonghy-Bo. Look for them on the Internet, you might get hooked!  Here are two of my favourites when I was a kid:

The Wibble Wobble said, ‘When I’m standing on my head

I can see the coast of China and it’s very, very red!’

The tiger he moves stealthily

First moving leg one and three.

He alternates with two and four

But after that there are no more…
Another writer of nonsense rhymes was Lewis Carroll. A classic example is the Jabberwocky, full of totally invented words. You can read it here:

http://www.jabberwocky.com/carroll/jabber/jabberwocky.html
And listen to it here:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GsekSA34j7s
And finally, here is a link to a book of nonsense rhymes: you can read all sorts of poems here:
http://ia700307.us.archive.org/6/items/nonsenseantholog00well/nonsenseantholog00well.pdf
