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Cricket vocalulary 
	To field 

To bowl

To bat
	

	a fielder

a bowler

a batsman
	

	The wicket:

  -  3 stumps

  -  2 bails

The wicketkeeper
	

	To get a wicket

To get a run (or 2 runs)
	

	An over
	6 bowls, or throws of the ball

	An innings

  - a twenty20 match

a one-day match

a test match 
	

	To be in

To be out :
   - to be bowled
   -  to be caught

   -  to be run out

   - to be lbw
	

	To score/hit a four

To    “      “  a six
	

	CRICKET EXPRESSIONS
	

	‘It’s just not cricket’
	It’s not ‘done’ (ie it breaks the rules)

	He ‘had a good innings’
	He lived a good life

	a ‘sticky wicket’
	A complicated situation

	to be ‘bowled over’
to be ‘knocked for a six’
	Both expressions mean to be very surprised or astonished


VIDEO 1:

Reg explains cricket (in a slightly sarcastic manner…):

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=83oa1S0x9zI
VIDEO 2:

Explaining Cricket to an American…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNdCnkKhitI 

You have 2 sides; a team that's in and a team that's out.
Two men in the team that's in go out and when one of the men who's in is out; the next man goes in until he's out.
When they are all out; the side that's out comes in and the side that's been in goes out and tries to get those coming in, out. Sometimes you get ‘man still in’ and not out. 

When a man goes out to go in; the men who are out are trying to get him out; and when he is out he goes in and the next man in goes out and goes in.
There are two men called umpires who stay out all the time and they decide when the men who are in are out. 
When both sides have been in and all the men have been out; and both sides have been out twice after all the men have been in, including those who are not out, that is the end of the game.
VIDEO 3

The disgraceful underarm incident: 6 balls to finish the Australia –New Zealand match, see what the Aussies do with each one, especially the last one….

http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=disgraceful+underarm+bowl&docid=5036953739526210&mid=70FE78B61780366424E370FE78B61780366424E3&view=detail&FORM=VIRE8 
TEXT FOR COLLABORATIVE WORK

Cricket

Everybody agrees that the most popular sport in the world today is soccer. But which is the second most popular? Is it basketball? Maybe rugby? Tennis perhaps? No, as you've probably guessed by now, the answer seems to be cricket. The reason for this is that cricket is the number one sport in many countries with huge populations, such as India, Pakistan and Bangladesh. It is popular in many other countries as well, including the U.K., Australia, South Africa, Sri Lanka and New Zealand. 
Cricket is, like baseball, a "bat and ball" game in which bowlers "bowl" the ball and batsmen try to hit "shots" with a bat and score runs for their team. As in baseball, batsmen are "out" if their shot is caught, or if they don't get to a "safe haven" in time when they're making runs. What is very different, however, is the time taken to play the game. In cricket, a single game in the traditional "Test match" format can take five full days to complete! But thankfully there are shorter formats for people who love to play the game but also have to go to work sometimes. 

History

Cricket has been a team sport in Britain for hundreds of years. Even though there is evidence that the game existed in England as early as the twelfth century, it wasn't until the eighteenth century that it became a well-organized sport. This resulted from cricket's growing popularity within traditional gentlemen's clubs, especially in London. These clubs were devoted to their wealthy members' enjoyment of eating, drinking, gambling and sports. Cricket was the perfect game for such gentlemen. It was not too demanding physically and could be played with dignity even by slightly older gentlemen, unlike more athletic games such as football and rugby… and you could bet on the result!

One of the biggest changes to the game in the nineteenth century was the replacement of under-arm bowling with over-arm bowling. This meant one of the most exciting parts of the game, fast bowling, was now possible. International matches also began in the nineteenth century, with the first match being between the U.S.A. and Canada in 1844. While the game never became popular in these two countries, it became very popular in most Commonwealth countries and an international system of "Test matches" between these countries soon developed. The first official Test match was between England and Australia in March 1877 at Melbourne Cricket Ground, which the Australians won by 45 runs. 
Test cricket is the most demanding form of the game, with matches lasting up to five days. In the late twentieth century, shorter forms of the game developed, such as One Day Internationals and the Twenty-20 format. These developed in order to satisfy demands for shorter, faster games that would make exciting viewing on television. An example of this development is the Cricket World Cup, a tournament in the one-day limited-over format, which is held every four years and has now become the world's third most viewed sporting event. Cricket, like most other sports, has now become very big business, and the media form a major source of income for teams, players and governing bodies alike.

How The Game Works
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A cricket match is usually played between two teams of eleven players on an oval-shaped grass field. In the centre of the field is a strip of hardened turf 22 yards (20.12 m) long, called a cricket pitch. At each end a set of three tubular stakes called "stumps" are stuck upright in the earth with two small pieces of wood, called bails, balanced across the top of each set. These are the wickets, and a batsman stands in front of a wicket with his long wooden bat as he waits for a bowler to bowl the hard, fist-sized ball. The bowler bowls from just beside the wicket at the other end of the pitch. At the same time, the other members of the bowler's team stand in various positions around the field acting as fielders. 
If the batsman misses the ball, and the ball hits the wickets, he is out and his turn to bat is over. If he hits the ball into the air and a fielder catches it, he is out. If a ball which the umpire thinks is going to hit the wicket is blocked by batsman's legs, he is lbw (leg before wicket) and he’s out. But if the batsman hits the ball, he and his batting partner, who is standing at the other end of the pitch, can run to the opposite ends of the pitch to score one run. They can score two runs by each running back again. Three runs are scored if each batsman runs three lengths of the pitch, and so on.
 But if a fielder gets to the ball and throws it at one of the wickets, and the ball hits the wicket before a running batsman crosses a line near the wicket called the crease, the batsman is "run out". In the Test match format, teams take turns to bat, and each team continues batting until ten players have gone "out” and the team with the highest run total wins. But if the five days allowed for the match have passed before both teams have completed two innings, the match is a draw. In the shorter forms of the game, each team has just one innings in which to bat, and the innings is sometimes limited to a fixed number of overs. The team scoring the most runs in its innings is the winner.
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Most players specialize in batting (see right) or bowling, or they are "all-rounders", meaning they are good at both. Each team also has a wicketkeeper, who stands behind the wickets and catches any balls that aren't hit by the batsmen. The central contest in cricket is between a batsman and a bowler. A batsman's job is to hit shots and score runs, while a bowler tries to get batsmen out, or take wickets, while trying to prevent runs from being scored. 
A bowler bowls six overarm balls in one over, and then returns to his fielding duties while another bowler bowls another six-ball over from the other end of the pitch. There are several styles of bowlers, including fast bowlers, leg spinners, off spinners, swing bowlers and medium-paced bowlers. Most bowlers specialize in one type of delivery, and most deliveries are supposed to hit the pitch once and bounce up again before reaching the batsman. A ball which doesn't bounce, but reaches the batsman on the full, is a full-toss. Spin bowlers use the fingers or the wrist to put spin on the ball so that it doesn't come straight up off the pitch after bouncing, but bounces up at an unexpected angle. Swing bowlers try to get the ball to move unexpectedly through the air, while fast bowlers try to beat the batsmen with speed.
If a batsman manages to hit the ball, he could hit one of several shots. These include drives, hooks, cuts and blocks. If a player hits a shot over the boundary line at the edge of the field on the full, he has "hit a six" and gets six runs. If the ball bounces or runs along the ground on the way to the boundary, he has "hit a four". One of the most important skills a batsman needs is the ability to place his shots between the fielders so that he won't be caught out, and so that he has time to score runs before a fielder can get to the ball and throw it back towards the wickets.

There are two umpires on the field during a game of cricket, and they are responsible for deciding whether a batsman is out or not, and for deciding whether a ball is legal or not, with illegal deliveries called no-balls. Umpires also keep count of the number of balls a bowler delivers and lets them know when an over has finished. They must also judge whether a batsman has been "run out" by judging whether he has reached the crease before the ball hits the wicket.

